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COMING UP

The Pavilion
Portswood Residents’ Gardens
13 Abbotts Way
Highfield, SO17 1QU

   SHHNews

2 pm Sunday, 13 November

7.30 pm Thursday 17 November

Genes and Morality—are we 
responsible? 
Discussion Group

The mapping of the 
human genome 

has revolutionised 
medicine. The genes 
of some diseases have 
been identified making it 
possible to modify them, 

so preventing complications later on. This alone 
poses ethical and moral problems. It is possible that 
behavioural characteristics may also have genetic 

The role of community 
radio

The slogan for Unity1 Community Radio is 
‘By the community, for the community and 

to the community’. Their aim is to promote and 
broadcast music and culture of the Asian and Ethnic 
communities of Southampton.
RAM KALYAN will explain the background to this, of 
interest not only to Asian residents in Southampton 
but more generally to those whose musical tastes 
go beyond Western culture.
Note 2 pm start.

Noon, Sunday, 11 December

origins—such as the propensity for violence or rape. 
In that case, should people be morally responsible 
for their possible subsequent actions? 
Where does the Law stand on this issue?
Norman will introduce the theme.
We meet at Anne and David’s place at:

Flat 10 The Atrium, 31 Westwood Road,        
Southampton, SO17 1DH.

   It’s
   Party
   Time!

Forget about Brexit and share in the time-honoured 
tradition of celebrating Yuletide and the Winter 

Solstice before the Christians pinched it and turned it into 
Christiantide.
Thanks to the generosity of Liz and Grayham (Mizon), 
they will be hosting it again this year. Bring a savoury dish 
or a sweet, ready to serve, nothing that needs warming 
up; and something to drink (soft or alcoholic). It might be 
an idea to check with Liz, just in case everyone turns up 
with mince pies!  
Venue:
18 Greenbank Crescent, Bassett, Southampton, 
SO16 7FQ
Email: Liz.mizon@btinternet.com    Tel: 023 80769210
If anyone would welcome a lift, please arrange between 
yourselves.
______________________________________________

The Jew says,
“Christians and Muslims are wrong”

The Christian says,
“Jews and Muslims are wrong”

The Muslim says,
“Jews and Christians are wrong”

The Atheist says, 
“You’re all correct”



computers for illegal grooming, and concerns about 
privatising access to data on the NHS.

We were particularly concerned about the “remote” 
warfare strategy of taking out individuals by pilotless 
planes, accurate rockets and drones.

The main conclusion was that the current situation is 
very dynamic, and that the ideal balance between over-
legislation (the nanny state) and personal freedom is 
both very hard to achieve, and a topic on which opinions 
vary widely.                                                                         NM

BASINGSTOKE Humanist Debate 

We were all invited to the debate, ‘This house is of 
the view that state schools should not be faith 

schools’.
 A couple of us from Southampton attended. As the 
event was of general interest both for its format and 
topic here are some notes.

I was very impressed by the excellent organization of 
the event which was set in a pleasant appropriate hall 
easily accessible to out-of-towners.

The format was that of a formal debate with 2 speakers 
for and against the motion, speeches from the floor and 
a vote.

Andrew Copson from the BHA led with a rational 
speech including  facts such as only 4 countries in 
the world allow separate state schools for religious 
groups,  and that the good results from faith schools 
was in fact, a result of social selection. He described 
the discriminations allowed to faith schools and the 
freedoms they have in relation to the curriculum.

Maria Miller, local MP, made a politician’s speech 
praising local faith schools. She said our present system 
allowing faith schools was a result of our democracy 
(forgetting the role of history in their establishment), 
and that parents should be free to choose a faith school, 
and do as these schools are so successful.

The other two speakers were Marilyn Mason from the 
BHA who spoke anecdotally and Father Mark Hogen 
from the local Catholic church. He was very esoteric, so 
much so I am not sure I understood what he said.

Speeches from the floor were mainly from humanists 
who challenged the reality of choice, described 
the experience of Northern Ireland, read from the 
OFSTED report into a Muslim influence in a school in 
Birmingham and challenged faith schools as they did not 
promote social cohesion.

Speeches against the motion advocated faith schools 
largely on the grounds that these schools were good 
schools, taught RE well and did in fact have children 
from a range of faiths. 

It was a good debate but some important points I 
thought were missed: is it the role of government 
to promote religion, especially at the cost of social 
cohesion? 

Would these “good” faith schools still be good schools 
if the religious element was taken away?

Finally and mischievously; would supporters of faith 
schools still be so keen if the only school in their rural 
area was a Hindu or Muslim school?                               LM 
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Looking back on recent meetings
From Big Bangs to Big Rips, 11 September

Apart from stargazing and some knowledge of the 
planets, it is rare that laymen are familiar with 

the wider universe. Fresh from research into distant 
galaxies, Matthew Bothwell was able to fill the gap.

He started off by reminding us that until comparatively 
recently the Milky Way was the sum total of our 
knowledge of outer space—Harlow Shapley and Heber 
Curtis were convinced that our galaxy was the entire 
Universe. All that changed, in the early twenties, with 
the Hubble Telescope which found a way to measure 
accurate distances to nearby galaxies, proving that they 
were outside the Milky Way. Hundreds of thousands of 
them.

Fred Hoyle ridiculed the Big Bang hypothesis, putting 
forward the theory of a Steady State Universe. The 
Hubble telescope has proved that the universe is 
expanding, so disproving the steady state theory.  
Furthermore, science has shown that the expansion of 
the entire universe is accelerating, getting faster and 
faster with time—indeed, it is travelling faster than the 
speed of light! 

What type of ‘object’ like energy is pushing the 
Universe apart? Or, do we not understand gravity 
properly? The answer is . . . we don’t know! We call this 
‘Dark Energy’. About 70% of the Universe is Dark Energy, 
Ordinary Matter is just 5% of the total. The rest is Dark 
Matter. It’s a bit like an iceberg, with just 5% visible to 
the naked eye.

Considering the difficulty of the subject matter and the 
nature of the audience, Matt pitched it at the right level, 
without patronising. The slides (no bullet points), some 
with animations, complemented his talk. 

After the break Matt fielded several questions. Dark 
Matter and Dark Energy are totally different, he said: 
Dark Energy repels and Dark Matter, which appears 
in certain galaxies, attracts. He politely dismissed an 
enquiry about the connection between astrology and 
astronomy, and dealt with another questioning how the 
Universe can be travelling faster than the speed of light. 
He said that astronomers were in a privileged position: 
we can investigate distant galaxies that will in time 
disappear forever from human eyes.

I’m not sure of the ethics of a grandfather publicly 
congratulating his grandson . . . but well done, Matt!

Discussion Group

On the evening of Thursday 15 September, seven 
of us sat down in Liz Mizon`s house to discuss the 

topic of ‘The Law and Individual freedom’. The lively 
discussion quickly revealed how complex and multi-
faceted the topic is, covering driving laws and road 
rage, problems of access and care of children of broken 
partnerships (sometimes involving enforced social care), 
telephone and email access and hacking, protection 
against terrorism and ‘stop and search‘ activity by 
the police, loss of privacy on social media, child 
pornography on the web and surveillance of individual 



News

The United Nations Education Committee on the 
Rights of the Child has urged the UK to repeal laws 

requiring the provision of worship in UK schools, and for 
pupils to be given the independent right of withdrawal 
from any religious worship held in schools.

The UNCRC has also called for age-appropriate sex 
and relationship education to become mandatory in all 
schools, including faith schools.

The National Secular Society (NSS) has been granted 
special consultative status with the UN Economic 

and Social Council, which will provide the Society with a 
platform on human rights issues.

On 19 September The Local Government Association 
called on the UK Government to give councils 

more power to deal with illegal schools in England. 
The LGA, which represents 370 councils in England and 
Wales, claims that a lack of powers to enter homes 
and premises is limiting councils’ ability to differentiate 
between children who are being legitimately home-
schooled, receiving a suitably balanced education, 
and those who are actually being educated in illegal, 
unregistered schools. (Concerns about this were 
expressed in a recent issue of SHHNews).

The BHA, in a joint statement with the International 
Humanist and Ethical Union, European Humanist 

Federation, and Humanist Union of Greece has spoken 
out against Greece’s blasphemy laws and the presence 
of explicitly racist political parties, as part of the 33rd 
session of the United Nations Human Rights Council.

In plans published in September, the Government has 
announced that all new and existing religious free 

schools will be able to select 100% of their places with 
reference to religion. Subject to a consultation on the 
proposal, the current rules that require such schools to 
leave at least half of their places open to local children, 
regardless of religion or belief, will be scrapped. 

The BHA, in a joint statement with British Muslims 
for a Secular Democracy and Arab Humanists, has 

spoken out against rising hate crime in the UK following 
the EU referendum.

The BHA, in a joint statement with the British 
Pregnancy Advice Service to the assembled nations 

of the United Nations Human Rights Council, has spoken 
against the Republic of Ireland’s continued refusal to 
amend the Irish constitution, which prohibits abortion 
in all instances, unless there is a threat to the life of the 
mother. 

. . . Looking back (continued)

Theatre Outing 

On 1 October a group of us met for lunch before 
being joined by other members at the Nuffield 

Theatre to see the world premiere of Nick Dear’s play 
Dedication written to commemorate Shakespeare’s 400th 
anniversary. The play, performed in the round, opens 
with Shakespeare being questioned in a trial for treason. 
The Lord Chief Justice’s voice (off stage) asks “What 
are your ties to the Earl of Southampton?” The Earl, 
Henry Wriothesley, was a beautiful young man to whom 
Shakespeare dedicated two of his works, and also possibly 
the ‘fair youth’ of Shakespeare’s sonnets. The play then 
explores three possible versions of their relationship with 
lively interaction between the two players including love-
making, dancing and a dramatic sword fight. Were they 
collaborators, friends or lovers? It is left to the audience 
to interpret. 

The set, with revolves and reflections, was imaginative 
and added to the atmosphere of uncertainty. Thanks 
to Chris Robinson for arranging this interesting and 
enjoyable outing.                                                                   AB

On 17 September GRAM, the BHA’s Group 
Representatives Annual Meeting, was held at a 

restaurant in Lincoln’s Inn Fields, Central London. It was 
attended by about 70 people from Humanist groups 
from across the country. This year’s event was hosted by 
Greater Manchester Humanists. The aim of the event is 
to encourage activity by local groups, share good practice, 
and provide a support network. A raft of BHA officers are 
on hand for advice and expertise. 

There were sessions on various topics:
How to develop an events programme – running events 

large and small to attract the public and new members, 
looking at risks and benefits. Deciding what the group 
wants to achieve with its events. 

Promoting  the group – using contacts in the press and 
media, using social media on the internet. How to ‘pitch’ 
a story to local journalists. 

Campaigning – The BHA centrally are going to focus on 
1. Human Rights, 2. Secularism, 3. Education, 4. Ethical 
Issues. But what do local groups want to campaign on? 

An introduction to ‘Faith to faithless’, a group associated 
with the BHA who give support to people leaving a 
religious or cult community. 

The event provided an opportunity to meet fellow 
Humanists and find out what challenges they face, what 
successes they’ve had and to see that we come from a wide 
range of backgrounds. I gained a lot of encouragement and 
insight into how broad a movement Humanism is, with 
active members from across the country, ordinary people 
who want to promote ethics in society, free from religion.          

SS

3



We are a partner group of the British Humanist Association —  BHA: www.humanism.org.uk
and affiliated to the National Secular Society —  NSS: www.secularism.org.uk
website:  southhamps.humanist.org.uk  

JANUARY        Sunday  10 2.00 pm The Pavilion
Dr Frank Bolton on
The Quaker Movement

                       Thursday  21 7.30 pm Discussion Group 
at Norman Maclean’s

Where is morality derived from?

FEBRUARY       Tuesday  12   12.30 pm Blue Keys in Northlands Rd Darwin Day lunch + talk from Norman 

MARCH            Sunday  13  2.00 pm The Pavilion AGM + soap box

                       Thursday  17 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at David Bothwell’s Case studies of ethical dilemmas

APRIL                Sunday  10 TBA Isle of Wight   Visit to Osborne House

MAY                  Sunday   8 7.00 pm The Pavilion Professor Jane Falkingham OBE on
Population Growth and its implications

                      Thursday   19 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Liz Mizon’s

Do men and women have different brains and 
different mental attitudes?

JUNE              Sunday     12 TBA jointly with Basingstoke
Humanists Visit to The Vyne + pub lunch

JULY                Sunday    10 7.00 pm The Pavilion
How secular is Britain?
Keith Porteus Wood & Terry Sanderson 
from National Secular Society   

                      Thursday   21 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Norman’s Does the word ‘spiritual’ have a useful meaning?

AUGUST        NO MEETINGS THIS MONTH

SEPTEMBER      Sunday   11 7.00 pm The Pavilion From Big Bangs to Big Rips: a history of modern 
cosmology: Dr Matt Bothwell, astrophysicist

                      Thursday   15 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Liz’s

To what extent should the law interfere with 
individual freedom? 

OCTOBER      Saturday     1 2.30 pm Nuffield Theatre  + Lunch at 12 noon     

NOVEMBER   Sunday     13 2.00 pm The Pavilion Community Radio: 
Ram Kalyan from Unity101 

                      Thursday   17 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at David’s

Genes and morality: are we responsible for our 
actions?

DECEMBER     Sunday    11     noon
 
Yule Party At Liz and Grayham Mizon’s house

Co
nt

ac
ts

Humanist
Celebrants
W=Weddings
N=Namings
F=Funerals

David Hewitt  [WNF]
01425 674 723
humanist.ceremonies@amblerose.co.uk 
http://humanist.org.uk/davidhewitt/

Elizabeth Hughes [WNF]  
02392 833 493
elizabethhuhes1@virginmedia.com

Janet Price [WNF] 
01962 861 566/07805 342359
janetrprice49@hotmail.com
http://humanist.org.uk/janetprice

Kate Domaille [W N F] 
02380 785823/07792 821550 
kate.domaille@btinternet.com
http://humanist.org.uk/katedomaille

Winchester Skeptics in the Pub
7.30pm on the last Thursday in the month at The Winchester Discovery Centre, Jewry Street, SO23 8SB.

 Contact http://www.hampshireskeptics.org for information about events   

Secretary Stephen Starr bookrover@virginmedia.com                   023 80362527 
Treasurer Barbara Cummins barbara130400@hotmail.com                 01256 844301

Newsletter David Bothwell bthwll@globalnet.co.uk                              023 8055204

Discussion Group Liz Mizon                    liz.mizon@btinternet.com                        023 80769210
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South Hampshire Humanists: Membership Application/Renewal 2016
The normal annual subscription is £10 per person. For existing BHA members joining South Hampshire 
Humanists for the first time, the rate for the first year only is £5 per person.

Please choose between the following options —

(a) Transfer electronically direct to:
 
 Name:    South Hampshire Humanists
 Account No  13910981
 Sort code:   560068

Please include you own name for identification purposes.

Please also email the treasurer [barbara130400@hotmail.com] and the secretary [bookrover@
virginmedia.com] that you have done this. For a new application please also let them know your contact 
details as below.  

OR

(b) Hand cash or cheque (payable to South Hampshire Humanists) to the Treasurer at a meeting.

OR 

(c) Post a cheque to: Barbara Cummins, 33 The Street, Old Basing, Basingstoke RG24 7BX

I/We enclose £ . . . . for 2016 membership plus (optional) donation of £ . . . .

I/We agree that this personal information may be kept on computer. (Please initial) . . . . . . . . . . . .

Are you a member of the British Humanist Association? YES/NO.  

Name(s)  …………………………………………………………................................................... [please print]

Address  ………………………………………………………………………..………............................

. ………………………………………………………………………….………………...............................

Telephone ……………………………  email ……..............................................................

Signature ……………………………………  Date …………………………………...........................

The treasurer will normally be available to receive subscriptions at meetings held in The Pavilion
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