
The AGM provides an opportunity for the 
Chairman and the Treasurer to review events 

over the past year, to recommend changes and to 
set subscription rates. 
It is also a chance for members to ask questions or 
to vent criticisms of the committee and to vote on 
the new committee that will represent the group 
for the next twelve months. Nominations are 
invited, indeed are encouraged, for those willing 
to stand for the committee.

We are running out of space to list even 
a summary of the many positions that 

Professor John Micklewright holds or has 
held.  
In short, he is Professor Emeritus of Economics 
in the Department of Social Science in the UCL 
Institute of Education, where he was previously 
Professor of Economics.
He will speak about:

Inequality — what can be done about it?
Just in case you might think he might be too 
drily academic, in 2015 he walked across 
France, starting at Ouistreham in Normandy 
and ending in Italy at Courmayeur. Have a look 

at John Micklewright in 
Wikipedia, and click on 
‘The Long March’ — it is 
accompanied by splendid 
illustrations, too.
Let’s hope the AGM 
doesn’t last too long, so 

that we can enjoy John’s presentation to the full. 
The Long March might be for another time.
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The Pavilion
Portswood Residents’ Gardens
13 Abbotts Way
Highfield, SO17 1QU
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2 pm Sunday, 5 March 7.30 pm Thursday 16 March
The AGM + 
Prof John Micklewright

12.00 Sunday, 9 April

Discussion Group

How much should the ‘greater 
good’ of the whole world influence 
government thinking and policy 
making?

Health and poverty, perhaps, but what about 
education, happiness and income? — should 

these be the concern of official policy?

We meet at Catherine Griffiths’ house at:
5 Glen Eyre Road
Bassett 
SO16 3GA

The full programme for 2017 appears on page 
4 of this issue also on a folded card that will be 
made available at our March and subsequent 
meetings.

For our social event in April we join Basingstoke 
Humanists to meet at The Chestnut Horse in 

Easton near Winchester. Let’s hope the weather is 
fine so that we can enjoy the garden.
The pub is popular, so we suggest that you 

contact Chris Robinson if you plan to come:
‘phone 01329 235272 or email chrisrobinson132@
btinternet.com.

After lunch, for those who wish it, we can walk 
or stroll by the river; there are plenty of options, 
longer or shorter, for us to choose.

The address of The Chestnut Horse is:
Easton Lane
Winchester SO21 1EG



Looking back on recent meetings
The Creation and Appreciation of Visual Art

On 8 January Dr Rebecca Chamberlain gave us a 
most interesting, illustrated talk on the creation 

and appreciation of visual art. She started by talking 
about the fundamental nature of art with illustrations 
of 75,000-year-old cave art demonstrating its 
symbolism, creativity and form of communication 
She looked at children’s drawings and the stages they 
go through and quoted Picasso who said “Every child 
is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist 
once we grow up.” Becky maintains that genes play 
an important part, saying that artistic ability is 30% 
heritable but what she called ‘the road to mastery’ 
depends on personality, the approach to learning, the 
time spent drawing, the number of techniques learnt 
and sustained and deliberate practice.

Under a heading of ‘art in unlikely places’ she 
talked about art in autism spectrum disorder, with 
examples showing amazing accuracy and attention to 
detail in drawings made by people who had delayed 
language acquisition or difficulty with other forms 
of communication. She showed changes in the style 
of art produced by some people after brain damage 
from a stroke or dementia and mentioned Monet, 
Picasso, Dali and other famous artists where changes 
in the properties of their art works reflect their 
cognitive decline.

Becky went on to consider art as therapy for 
the viewer, mentioning the numbers who visit 
art galleries. She talked about the difficulties of 
measuring true aesthetic experiences in the lab – 
what people feel when they look at art, but said that 
viewing awe-inspiring art activates the brain and the 
production of visual art makes regions of the brain 
communicate better. Art is therapy for the artist, 
as an expression of emotions or as a distraction, it 
can repair mood and has immediate and long-term 
effects in both children and adults. Art making can 
fundamentally change how we relate to our bodies 
and the bodies of others. Body image in young 
women was seen to improve after attending life-
drawing courses. 

Unfortunately enhanced creativity comes at a cost. 
States of mania drive productivity; bi-polar disorder 
is over-represented in the creative professions and 
the rate of suicide among artists is higher than in the 
general population.

The question and answer session after the tea 
break was lively and informative and the speaker was 
pleased with the amount of interest shown.             

AB

Discussion Group

Five of us met at Liz Mizon`s house on 
Thursday 19 January to discuss the topic, 

”Free speech and the no-platform policy being 
used by some student union groups”.

The spirit of the meeting seemed broadly in 
support of free speech with the exception of 
hate speech. 

We agreed that giving a lecture or a harangue 
on a topic could be more dangerous than 
being involved in discussion or debate where 
opposing views  could be expressed.

The NUS has “no-platformed” the following 
individuals: George Galloway, Germaine Greer, 
David Willetts, Maryan Namazie, Eric Pickles, 
Peter Tatchell and David Irving. Sometimes 
this has been done on the spurious grounds of 
protecting others from perceived undesirable 
influence.  

We discussed  topics such as racism, abortion, 
extremes of religion and those inciting crime or 
hatred. We asked why “free speech” was such a 
good idea if it allowed the promotion of hatred 
and prejudice. It was also mentioned that 
evidence shows that once people make up their 
minds about something they tend to close their 
minds to counter evidence  and arguments.

In general we disagreed with a policy of “no 
platforming”, provided all speakers would take 
part in open discussion and debate.

NM

Darwin Day 

On 12 February nineteen 
of us of us fêted the 

birth of Charles Darwin at 
the Blue Keys in Northlands 
Road.

Conversation flowed, 
only in part to do with 
Brexit and Trump, as we 

were reminded by our visiting speaker, Dr Neil 
Gosling, of the great man’s achievements for a 

good half-hour in between 
courses. His enthusiasm 
was evident by his sporting 
of the Darwin ‘fish’ on 

his lapel (see illustration), ever popular with 
Darwinians in America. 

The food was good, too. 
Our warm thanks to Chris Robinson for 

organising the event. 

The image is part of a sculpture in Christ’s College, 
Cambridge where Charles Darwin was an undergraduate.
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A majority of people in Scotland believe that 
children should not be forced to worship 

in school if they do not want to, a new poll has 
revealed.
The survey carried out in Scotland by YouGov for 

The Times , found that 55% of Scots either did not 
think that any religious observance at all should 
take place in Scottish schools (38%), or supported 
the right of children to opt themselves out of 
religious observance in schools, even without 
parental consent (17%). Only 35% of respondents 
to the survey thought that religious observance 
should be compulsory in all schools with no right of 
withdrawal for young people.

Plans for a new ‘super school’ in Bala to have 
a religious designation have been shelved 

following widespread opposition to the proposal.

President Trump has promised to fulfil a campaign 
pledge to abolish the Johnson Amendment, 

which prevents tax-exempt organisations, including 
churches, from partisan political activity.
Speaking at the National Prayer Breakfast he 
said he would “get rid of and totally destroy” the 
amendment – introduced in 1954 and signed by 
Republican President Dwight D Eisenhower.

University administrations are becoming 
increasingly “censorious”, with 43% of 

universities censoring speech that might “offend” 
religious people, according to online magazine 
Spiked.

On 11 November last year,  Defence Humanists  
(the BHA Section for serving and retired 

members of the armed forces and MOD), 
remembered those who gave their lives in a non-
religious service.

The United Nations calls on UK governments to 
urgently extend abortion rights and to repeal 

collective worship laws.

On 10 May 2017, non-religious people from 
around Northern Ireland will come together 

to celebrate the official launch of Northern Ireland 
Humanists at an event at Belfast Castle.

The Commission was launched in July by the 
Religious Education Council of England and 

Wales, of which the BHA is a member, and over the 
next two years it will ‘review the legal, education 
and policy frameworks for RE before making 
recommendations to the Government for the 
subject’s reform.’

On 14 February, setting out its view on the 
main purposes of RE, the BHA’s response to the  
commission states that schools should:
 — Enable young people to understand the views 
and opinions of those whose beliefs and values are 
different to their own
 — Develop a capacity for critical reasoning and 
balanced enquiry, preparing young people to 
engage respectfully with those whose views differ 
from their own
 — Help young people to develop informed 
personal responses to life’s big philosophical and 
ethical questions
 — Support children’s understanding of the cultural 
heritage of humanity, in conjunction with other 
subjects such as History, English Literature, Art, 
Music, and Geography
The commission will publish an interim report this 
year and a final report in 2018. 

Thousands of humanists in England and Wales 
have been calling on the Government to 

give legal recognition to humanist weddings on 
Valentine’s Day, while in Scotland the Scottish 
Parliament has officially recognised Humanist 
Society Scotland (HSS) as the first non-religious 
organisation with a permanent right in law to 
conduct legal marriages under the 1977 Marriage 
Act.

Sarah Sands, the next editor of BBC Radio 4’s 
Today programme, has called for humanist 

contributions to be permitted on Thought for the 
Day. Thought for the Day is a three-minute slot that 
appears in the middle of the programme that offers 
‘reflections from a faith perspective on issues and 
people in the news’. It has always excluded non-
religious perspectives.

News of interest to Humanists

As the storm raged, the captain realized his ship 
was sinking fast.
So he shouted out, “Anyone here know how to 
pray?”
Just one guy stepped forward and said, “Aye, 
captain, I know how to pray.”
“Good,” said the captain, “You pray while the rest 
of us put on our life jackets – we’re one short.”
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We are a partner group of the British Humanist Association —  BHA: www.humanism.org.uk
and affiliated to the National Secular Society —  NSS: www.secularism.org.uk
website:  southhamps.humanist.org.uk  

JANUARY         Sunday   8 2.00 pm The Pavilion
Becky Chamberlain on The psychological
value of visual art

                       Thursday  19 7.30 pm Discussion Group 
at Liz Mizon’s

Students are right to have a ‘no platform’ policy
or is free speech an absolute? 

FEBRUARY         Sunday 12   12.30 pm Blue Keys in Northlands Rd
Darwin Day lunch + talk from Neil Gosling, an
evolution-development biologist from The
University of Southampton

MARCH            Sunday  5  2.00 pm The Pavilion AGM + John Micklewright on Inequality, what
can be done?

                       Thursday  16 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Catherine Griffiths’

How much should the ‘greater good’ of the
whole world influence government policy?

APRIL                Sunday  9 12 noon Chestnut Horse Pub visit + walk with Basingstoke Humanists

MAY                  Sunday 14 7.00 pm The Pavilion Barbara Cummins on Highlights of my recent
cycle ride in New Zealand and elsewhere

                       Thursday  18 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Joy Macfadyen’s

What does it mean to be a ‘humanist’. Does it
have consequences?

JUNE                 Sunday  11 TBA High Corner Inn Pub visit + walk with Dorset Humanists

JULY                  Sunday  9 7.00 pm The Pavilion Professor Mike Kelly on Secularism in France

                       Thursday  20 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Norman Maclean’s

Equal opportunities for all; is it in the country’s
best interests, can we afford it and should that
not matter?

AUGUST        NO MEETINGS THIS MONTH

SEPTEMBER       Sunday  10 7.00 pm The Pavilion Chris Rolles on My life in paediatrics   

                       Thursday  21 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Venna Spratt’s

Should the ‘age of consent’ be lowered or
raised?

OCTOBER          TBA theatre trip      

NOVEMBER      Sunday  12 2.00 pm The Pavilion Sally Munt on What does it mean to be
human?

                       Thursday  16 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at David Bothwell’s

Should we be prepared to compromise our
privacy in the interests of national and 
international security?

DECEMBER     Sunday    10     noon
 
Yule Party At Liz and Grayham Mizon’s house

Co
nt

ac
ts

Humanist
Celebrants
W=Weddings
N=Namings
F=Funerals

David Hewitt  [WNF]
01425 674 723
humanist.ceremonies@amblerose.co.uk 
http://humanist.org.uk/davidhewitt/

Elizabeth Hughes [WNF]  
02392 833 493
elizabethhuhes1@virginmedia.com

Janet Price [WNF] 
01962 861 566/07805 342359
janetrprice49@hotmail.com
http://humanist.org.uk/janetprice

Kate Domaille [W N F] 
02380 785823/07792 821550 
kate.domaille@btinternet.com
http://humanist.org.uk/katedomaille

Winchester Skeptics in the Pub
7.30pm on the last Thursday in the month at The Winchester Discovery Centre, Jewry Street, SO23 8SB.

 Contact http://www.hampshireskeptics.org for information about events   

Secretary Stephen Starr bookrover@virginmedia.com                 023 803625217 
Treasurer Barbara Cummins barbara130400@hotmail.com                 01256 844301

Newsletter David Bothwell bthwll@globalnet.co.uk                              023 8055204

Discussion Group Liz Mizon                    liz.mizon@btinternet.com                        023 80769210
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South Hampshire Humanists: Membership Application/Renewal 2017
The normal annual subscription is £10 per person. For existing BHA members joining South Hampshire 
Humanists for the first time, the rate for the first year only is £5 per person.

Please choose between the following options —

(a) Transfer electronically direct to:
 
 Name:    South Hampshire Humanists
 Account No  13910981
 Sort code:   560068

Please include you own name for identification purposes.

Please also email the treasurer [barbara130400@hotmail.com] and the secretary [bookrover@
virginmedia.com] that you have done this. For a new application please also let them know your contact 
details as below.  

OR

(b) Hand cash or cheque (payable to South Hampshire Humanists) to the Treasurer at a meeting.

OR 

(c) Post a cheque to: Barbara Cummins, 33 The Street, Old Basing, Basingstoke RG24 7BX

I/We enclose £ . . . . for 2017 membership plus (optional) donation of £ . . . .

I/We agree that this personal information may be kept on computer. (Please initial) . . . . . . . . . . . .

Are you a member of the British Humanist Association? YES/NO.  

Name(s)  …………………………………………………………................................................... [please print]

Address  ………………………………………………………………………..………............................

. ………………………………………………………………………….………………...............................

Telephone ……………………………  email ……..............................................................

Signature ……………………………………  Date …………………………………...........................

Subscriptions are due now!
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