
Liz and Grayham are moving home nearer to 
the centre of Southampton, and it may be 

inconvenient for them in the throes of moving 
to host our annual celebration. So we will 

celebrate Yuletide at David 
and Anne’s Flat (address in 
the previous item).

   So bring some food to share 
— a savoury or a sweet, 
preferably on a plate ready 
to serve and something to 

drink, and ring Anne or David on 023 80550204 
or email annebothwell30@gmail.com to let 
them know what you will bring so we don’t end 
up with only mince pies! 
  We’ll think up something by way of 
entertainment. All members and their partners 
are welcome, and it’s surprising how many our 
Flat will hold!    

Sally Munt is Professor of Cultural/Gender Studies 
at the University of Sussex. Her scholarship is 

concerned with gender/
sexuality studies, class and 
cultural politics, among other 
things. 

  Best known as a feminist 
author, her works include 
Lesbian and Gay Studies, 
Cultural Studies and the 
Working Class, and most 
recently, Queer Attachments: 
The Cultural Politics of  
Shame.

She has chosen to speak about:

What does it mean to be human?
As humanists it will be interesting to hear what Sally 
has to say. Why not bring along friends who may be 
interested?
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Professor Sally Munt

Discussion Group
Should we be prepared to compromise our 
privacy in the interests of national security? 

Wherever you go these days CCTV cameras 
follow your every move; you may come across 

armed police on the streets; you may be searched, 
and our private emails scrutinised. People from 
Asian communities are especially vulnerable. Are we 
becoming a police state?
  How far should we go in protecting our private lives 
in the interests of public safety?
  We discuss this thorny issue at David and Anne’s 
home at:

10 The Atrium.
31 Westwood Road 

Southampton SO17 1DH.

Recent events

On 10 September Chris Rolles, one of our 
members, gave a fascinating talk about 

his working life as a paediatrician. Some of his 
observations were quite surprising. The first of 
which was that during his long years of training 
to become a consultant he had only ten weeks 
study directly related to paediatrics, and no 
higher level examination. At the time Chris was 
training medical schools focussed largely on 
bits of the adult body; for example eyes, ears, 
digestive systems. There was an assumption that 
children were the same as adults, just smaller. He 
did eventually spend time with a paediatrician 
whose style was to be friendly and approachable 
with children and their families. This chimed with 
Chris’s own nature and was partly responsible for 
Chris choosing this branch of medicine.
In 1997 Chris was appointed as the only NHS 
paediatrician not just in Southampton but in 
a wide area stretching occasionally as far as 
Salisbury. Alone he had to tackle a huge range of 
childhood illnesses, including epilepsy, asthma, 
and autism.
  A second sort of surprising revelation was that 
when Chris started working with autistic children 
there was no systematic method of diagnosing 
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this complex syndrome. Some of the children with the 
label “autistic” could have been deaf for example or 
low IQ. Thus Chris organised a multi-disciplinary team 
of clinicians specifically to ensure that before a final 
diagnosis all alternatives had been explored. It was 
the first such team for autism in the country. 
He did similar creative thinking in order to make 
improvements in the treatment of ME. So much so 
that Great Ormond St Hospital used to send him all 
their difficult cases.
  The third perhaps not so surprising idea that Chris 
described, was the importance of firstly implementing 
simple relatively cheap interventions for illnesses 
such as cystic fibrosis. He had had a call from medics 
in Russia enquiring about very expensive drugs to 
treat this disease. On visiting their hospital he realized 
they were not even record keeping and notetaking 
so he introduced a “simple first” methodology with 
a chart of a pyramid of action. At  the base of the 
pyramid were the essentials such as providing dietary 
advice, clean air, and documentation. The next level 
up included nurse follow-up visits to the home, 
counselling and lab tests until at the pyramid’s peak 
was lung transplants. In fact the Russians chose to 
introduce only the first three levels as these provided 
care for the maximum number of children with the 
funds available.
  During questions we heard about some of the 
difficulties of paediatrics: telling parents bad news, 
parents who don’t believe the doctor, communicating 
with children often through a third party. 
  Chris’s final comment was how much he had enjoyed 
his working life but that seemed obvious from his 
enthusiasm, from the stories he told, the problems he 
had helped to solve and the experiences he had had 
around the world.
  LM

Discussion Group

On 21 September we met at Veena Spratt’s 
house to discuss ‘Should the Age of Consent 

be lowered?’  David opened the discussion by 
distributing some useful information on the UK 
history on the topic and statistics on the legal ages of 
consent in Europe. The age of consent is the legal age 
at which an individual is considered mature enough to 
consent to sex. Sexual relations with someone under 
the Age of Consent are considered statutory rape, and 
can result in severe punishment under local laws. Of 
the 51 European countries 14 have an age of consent 
of 14; 12 have an age of 15; in 20 (including the UK) 
it’s 16 and in 5 countries it’s 17 or 18.

  In 1875 the first age was set in England at 12. 
This was raised to 16 in 1895. There is evidence 
that the average onset of puberty, estimated at 
16.6 years in 1860, is now as low as 10.5 for girls 
and about a year later for boys. According to the 
National Survey of Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles 
half of all UK teenagers have their first sexual 
experience by the age of 14.  Nearly 40 years ago, 
in 1979, a Home Office report recommended that 
the age of consent be lowered from 16 to 14, and 
called for a dramatic reduction in the statutory 
punishments of ‘consensual’ sex with girls as 
young as 12.
  Discussion ranged around the difficulties 
involved in assessing ‘consent’, the danger of 
criminalising young people and the differences 
between consensual sex between teenagers and 
their relationships with older people. Personal 
and Social Education should be compulsory in 
all schools and young people should have access 
to birth control. Worries were expressed over 
cultural differences, the wide range of maturity 
and differences between physical age and 
psychological age. 
  In view of all the evidence on puberty and the 
experience of teenagers we all felt that the age of 
consent should be lowered to 14.  

AB

Book review
The Ten Types of Human
Dexter Dias (William Heinemann)

Dexter Dias QC is a human rights barrister, a 
researcher at Harvard and a visiting scholar 

at Cambridge University. As a QC he has been 
involved in cases involving human rights, murder, 
terrorism and FGM (female genital mutilation). 
This is no dull account of his experiences; he 
writes of people he knew who have gone through 
unspeakable hardship and also of the people who 
are the cause of this hardship.
  His theme is that of the ten types of human 
he describes — The Kinsman, The Perceiver 
of Pain, The Ostraciser, The Tamer of Terror, 
The Beholder, The Aggressor, The Tribalist, The 
Nurturer, The Romancer and The Rescuer — that 
these are all aspects of what we human beings 
are capable of being. In his Prologue he writes, ‘It 
offers a new examination of the nature of human 
nature ... to look at how human beings hurt other 
human beings — and in doing so to find ways to 
change this.’
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  This book not only reflects the nature of his 
profession but he also incorporates advanced 
neuroscience, social psychology and human rights 
research. It is also very accessible, compelling 
reading, and in places poetic.

DLB

News

Andrew Copson has written another book — 
Secularism (politics, religion, and freedom). 

Rowan Williams has written, ‘in this wide-ranging 
and timely study Andrew Copson describes 
the virtues of secularism as the guarantor of 
equal dignity, freedom and security for all . . . 
Scrupulously fair, his book brings much-needed 
clarity into a confused and embittered area of 
dispute.’ (for the former Archbishop of Canterbury 
to write this, it must be good!)

It has been widely reported that 53% of British 
people are non-religious, but the full report 

deserves more coverage, for example that 71% 
of 18-24 year-olds and 58% of Scots have no 
religion; also, that 3% of 18-24 year-olds say they 
are Anglican and just 6% of British are ‘practising 
Christians’. (what is the justification for 26 Anglican 
bishops to have seats in The House of Lords, and 
the government intent on increasing the number of 
faith schools?) 

The City of London Corporation has removed 
the custom of saying grace before official 

dinners. At the Lord Mayor’s Dragon Awards 
recently, which recognises organisations that have 
furthered community engagement in London, 
the Lord Mayor’s chaplain was asked to provide a 
secular statement rather than a prayer before the 
commencement of the black tie dinner event.

A council in Wales has withdrawn its decision to 
exclude a humanist representative from the 

local body responsible for overseeing religious 
education (RE), following a legal challenge by a local 
humanist parent.

Humanists UK signed up hundreds of new 
members and supporters during the exhibition 

at the Conservative Party’s annual conference in 
Manchester, far exceeding the amount of support 
seen before. Similar numbers were recruited during 
the Labour conference in September.    

Jersey is set to be the latest part of the British 
Isles to give legal recognition to humanist 

marriages, joining Scotland and the Republic of 
Ireland.

Prime Minister Theresa May has announced that 
the UK Government will reform organ donation 

rules in England in favour of an opt-out system 
during her leader’s speech at the Conservative 
Party Conference in Manchester.

Luxembourg is to replace faith-based religious 
education in schools in favour of inclusive ‘life 

and society’ classes.

Paul Noble has been appointed as a paid 
humanist pastoral carer at the University 

Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust. 
This is the second paid appointment in a hospital 
attained by a member of the Non-Religious Pastoral 
Support Network (NRPSN).

The Commission on Religious Education calls 
for a national entitlement for RE and said the 

subject should cover non-religious worldviews as 
well as religious ones. “RE in schools should enable 
students to engage in an intelligent and informed 
way with the ideas, practices and contemporary 
manifestations of a diversity of religious and non-
religious worldviews.”

Almost none of Wales’s local authorities now 
hold official prayers during meetings, following 

a court battle over the practice. 

The Bible has noble poetry in it ... and some good 
morals and a wealth of obscenity, and upwards of a 

thousand lies.                                                       Mark Twain

So far as I can remember, there is not one word in the 
gospels in praise of intelligence.                              Anon

Of all religions the Christian is without doubt the one 
which should inspire tolerance most, although up to 

now the Christians have been the most intolerant of all 
men.                                                                         Voltaire

The fact that a believer is happier than a skeptic is no 
more to the point than the fact that a drunken man is 

happier than a sober one. The happiness of credulity is a 
cheap and dangerous quality.  
                                                         George Bernard Shaw

The 2018 programme will be published in the 
January/February issue



We are a partner group of the Humanists UK —  BHA: www.humanism.org.uk
and affiliated to the National Secular Society —  NSS: www.secularism.org.uk             
website:  southhamps.humanist.org.uk  

JANUARY         Sunday   14 2.00 pm The Pavilion
Matt Bothwell

                       Thursday  25 7.30 pm Discussion Group 
at Chis Rolle’s

 What can humanists learn from religion?

FEBRUARY         Sunday 11   12.30 pm Visit to Down House

MARCH            Sunday  11  2.00 pm The Pavilion AGM +  a Charity

                       Thursday  22 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at David Bothwell’s 

Abortion — what should be the humanists view,
especially in the light of recent medical
advances?

APRIL                Sunday  15 12 noon Chilbolton Pub visit + walk

MAY                  Sunday 13 7.00 pm The Pavilion Barbara Cummins on 
Cycling the world one pedal at a time

                       Thursday  22 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Joy Macfadyen’s

What would be our ten commandments for today 
and in the future?

JUNE                 Sunday  10 TBA Hawk conservancy

JULY                  Sunday  8 7.00 pm The Pavilion Professor Mike Kelly on Secularism in France

                       Thursday  19 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Veena Spratt’s

How can a country be governed in the era of
fake news?

AUGUST        NO MEETINGS THIS MONTH

SEPTEMBER       Sunday  9 7.00 pm The Pavilion Chris Rolles on My life in paediatrics   

                       Thursday  18 7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Norman’s Is Britain a democracy?

OCTOBER        Saturday  Theatre trip

NOVEMBER      Sunday  11 2.00 pm The Pavilion Sally Munt on What does it mean to be
human?

                       Thursday  7.30 pm Discussion Group
at Catherine Griffith’s 

Death and dying —what do we think about our
own death and that of others. What comfort can
humanists give?

DECEMBER     Sunday    9     noon
 
Yule Party At Liz and Grayham Mizon’s home

Co
nt

ac
ts

Humanist
Celebrants
W=Weddings
N=Namings
F=Funerals

David Hewitt  [WNF]
01425 674 723
humanist.ceremonies@amblerose.co.uk 
http://humanist.org.uk/davidhewitt/

Richard Hackett [WNF)
07545 025366
http://richard.hackett@humanist.org.uk

Janet Price [WNF] 
01962 861 566/07805 342359
janetrprice49@hotmail.com
http://humanist.org.uk/janetprice

Kate Domaille [WNF] 
02380 785823/07792 821550 
kate.domaille@btinternet.com
http://humanist.org.uk/katedomaille

Winchester Skeptics in the Pub
7.30pm on the last Thursday in the month at The Winchester Discovery Centre, Jewry Street, SO23 8SB.

 Contact http://www.hampshireskeptics.org for information about events   

Secretary Stephen Starr bookrover@virginmedia.com                 023 80362517 
Treasurer Barbara Cummins barbara130400@hotmail.com                 01256 844301

Newsletter David Bothwell bthwll@globalnet.co.uk                              023 8055204

Discussion Group Liz Mizon                    liz.mizon@btinternet.com                        023 80769210
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South Hampshire Humanists: Membership Application/Renewal 2017
The normal annual subscription is £10 per person. For existing BHA members joining South Hampshire 
Humanists for the first time, the rate for the first year only is £5 per person.

Please choose between the following options —

(a) Transfer electronically direct to:
 
 Name:    South Hampshire Humanists
 Account No  13910981
 Sort code:   560068

Please include you own name for identification purposes.

Please also email the treasurer [barbara130400@hotmail.com] and the secretary [bookrover@
virginmedia.com] that you have done this. For a new application please also let them know your contact 
details as below.  

OR

(b) Hand cash or cheque (payable to South Hampshire Humanists) to the Treasurer at a meeting.

OR 

(c) Post a cheque to: Barbara Cummins, 33 The Street, Old Basing, Basingstoke RG24 7BX

I/We enclose £ . . . . for 2017 membership plus (optional) donation of £ . . . .

I/We agree that this personal information may be kept on computer. (Please initial) . . . . . . . . . . . .

Are you a member of the British Humanist Association? YES/NO.  

Name(s)  …………………………………………………………................................................... [please print]

Address  ………………………………………………………………………..………............................

. ………………………………………………………………………….………………...............................

Telephone ……………………………  email ……..............................................................

Signature ……………………………………  Date …………………………………...........................
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